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Drama

Unit 10: Lesson 3 Worksheet

Directions: Read your lesson and fill in the blanks below.  The answers can all be found by reading the lessons.

Name and briefly explain 10 of the genres of drama.

Tragedy
· One of the oldest type of plays.

· The famous philosopher, Aristotle, give us a definition of tragedy.  In order for a play to be a tragedy, it must meet the following five requirements:

1. The play must be of a serious nature, intended to provide the audience with a catharsis, or cleansing, by arousing a deep sense of horror and pity.  

2.  The story must take no longer than one day, it must take place in one location, and it must not be interrupted.  

3.  the play must feature a tragic hero who is someone that everyone looks up to, but has a tragic flaw.

4.  Fate or destiny brings the hero to a crisis point where he is forced to choose between two courses of action.  

5.  The hero is then destroyed by the choices he or she has made. 

Comedy
· Any funny play that has a happy ending; even if the play isn't funny. 

Drama
· A serious play about a serious subject. 

· The character development and theme are usually more important than the plot. 

Melodrama
Plays about serious subjects where plot is more important than character and theme. 

· Characters are usually not well developed. 

· Examples include Murder Mysteries and Thrillers. 

Sentimental Drama
· Serious subjects are treated in a serious manner. 

· Plot and character are more important than theme. 

· There is a heavy emphasis on emotions. 

Sentimental Comedy
· Lighter subjects that are treated with humor. 

· There is an emphasis on plot and character.

· An example would include any sit com like 8 Simple Rules for Dating My Teenage Daughter.
Farce
· Low comedy

· There is an emphasis on plot.

· They use physical humor.

Theater of the Absurd
· Defined by underlying theme of the meaningless nature of life. 

Comedy of Manners
· High Comedy

· An emphasis on the cleverness and witty dialogue.

Satire
· High Comedy

· Makes fun of social customs, current fashions, or political leaders.

· An example would be Saturday Night Live
Parody
· Specific Satire

· Makes fun of familiar songs, movies, or plays.

· Makes fun of the original version.

· An example would be Robin Hood Men in Tights.

Musical Comedy
· Spoken dialogue combined with songs and dances.

· An example would be Oklahoma.

Social Drama
· Seriously examines social problems.

· An example would be television show The Practice
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