US Government

Chapter 16 – Section 2
Answer Key

Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 539
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. How are state governments organized?
Like the federal government, state governments divide power among executive, judicial and legislative branches.
1b. Describe one advantage and one disadvantage of Nebraska’s unicameral legislature.
The Nebraska unicameral legislature is less expensive to run. A disadvantage to this smaller legislature is that there are less representatives for the states’ population, only 49 in Nebraska’s legislature.
2a. What are the main differences between citizen legislatures and professional legislatures?

Citizen legislatures name state legislatures that meet only occasionally and for brief sessions, and whose members are paid a small salary for their service; also called “part-time legislatures” while professional legislatures  name state legislatures that hold lengthy, annual sessions, and whose members are paid a full-time wage.
2b. How do state legislatures sometimes influence national policy?

Laws dealing with important or controversial issues are often first passed in state legislatures. In this way, sometimes a law becomes a trend across many states and the U.S. Congress may consider enacting the law on a national level.
3a. What is the line-item veto?

A line-item veto names the power that allows a governor to reject specific parts of legislation while signing the rest of a bill into law.

3b. How is the governor’s role similar to and different from that of the president?

The governor serves as the chief executive of the state government. His job entails duties similar to those of the president, as the leader of the executive branch of government.
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4a. How is a state court system structured?

States have two types of courts-trial courts and appellate courts.
4b. What is the Missouri Plan? Is it a fair method for selecting state judges? Why or why not?

The Missouri Plan names a method of selecting state judges in which a state committee prepares a list of qualified candidates and the governor appoints a judge from this list. The second part of this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if the Missouri Plan is a fair method for selecting state judges in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.
5a. What are three state services?

There are more than three state services. Some of these are listed below, but the student may list other examples as long as he or she can support them with evidence from the textbook. Three examples of state services are:
· Build schools
· Provide textbooks

· Pay teachers

· Decide what students should learn
5b. Why is it important for states to accurately project revenues?

Accurately projecting revenues is an important first step to establishing and maintaining a budget. Budgets are a reflection of the state’s overall public policy goals.
Complete the Critical Thinking activity in the space provided on the next page. Check your writing to be sure it is mistake free.

Case Study Link

Follow the instructions to review a previous activity.
Critical Thinking Assignment

Why are state governments critically important to citizens?
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