US Government

Chapter 13 – Section 2
Answer Key

Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What is the plain view doctrine?
The plain view doctrine is a legal rule stating that law enforcement officers may seize, without a warrant, evidence and contraband found in plain view during a lawful observation.
1b. In what situations can police conduct a search without a warrant?
According to the Supreme Court, no search warrant is necessary in some emergency situations or when protecting the safety of the police or the public.
1c. Should searches of motor vehicles require police to have a warrant? Why or why not?

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if searches of motor vehicles require police to have a warrant in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

2a. What is cyber-surveillance?
Cyber-surveillance describes those searches made of wireless communications.

2b. What do you think is the most important factor in deciding whether a search is reasonable? Explain your answer.
The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain which the student feels is the most important factor in deciding whether a search is reasonable or not in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

3. Complete the Critical Thinking activity in the space provided on the next page. Check your writing to be sure it is mistake free.

Case Study Link

Follow the instructions to review a previous activity.

US Government, Chapter 13, Section 2 AK, page 2
Critical Thinking Assignment

Why is it possible for people to agree on a fundamental value such as the right to privacy but disagree over the meaning of that right in specific situations? Give examples that illustrate your answer.
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