US Government

Chapter 11 – Section 2
Chapter 11, Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 332
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. State the purpose of the Fourteenth Amendment.
Known as the equal protection clause, the fourteenth amendment requires the states to apply the law the same way for one person that they would for another person in the same circumstances.
1b. Explain how the Supreme Court applies the equal protection clause to laws through the use of tests?
The Supreme Court has applied the equal protection clause to prevent states from classifying any group of people unfairly or from making distinctions between groups.
2a. Define the following terms: 
Segregation

describes the separation of racial groups
Jim Crow laws
named segregation laws aimed mainly at African Americans that were passed in the late 1800s and early 1900s; named after a popular racist song
Separate-But-Equal Doctrine
named the policy that laws requiring separate facilities for racial groups were legal so long as the facilities were “equal”

2b. Why do you think the new amendments and laws passed after the Civil War failed to end segregation?
The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain how the new amendments and laws passed after the Civil War failed to end segregation in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.
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3a. Which amendment gave women the right to vote in the United States, and when was it passed?

The 19th Amendment was ratified in 1920.
3b. Why do you think suffrage was the main goal for women’s rights activists?

Suffrage names the right to vote. This was the main goal for women’s rights activists because voting secures choice of representation and is a basic civil right that should be exercised by all members of a country’s population.
4a. What legal strategy did the NAACP use to roll back segregation in the United States?

The NAACP had several strategies to roll back segregation. Led by two prominent attorneys, the NAACP brought on cases to ensure equality, not to simply challenge separate but equal.

4b. How successful was the Brown decision in ending segregation? Explain your answer.

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain the successfulness of the Brown decision was in ending segregation in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

5. Click on the image of the Critical Thinking timeline and save it to your desktop. Complete the activity by typing your answers directly into the graphic organizer. You will need to upload this activity separately to the appropriate assignment link.  
6. Please complete the Focus on Writing, Narrative Writing Assignment on the following page. Be sure to check for spelling and grammatical errors. 
Focus on Writing

Narrative Writing Activity:
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