US Government

Chapter 11, Section 1 – Section Assessment, page 324
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What  are civil rights? Give two examples.
Civil Rights are rights that involve equal status and treatment as well as the right to participate in government, the right to equal treatment regardless of race, ethnicity, sex or other personal characteristics. Among the examples listed in the textbook are the right to vote and the right to participate in government. Student may write other answers, but each answer should be referenced in the textbook.
1b. How has the meaning of civil rights in the United States changed over time?
As people’s ideas of what is “fair” evolved, the concept of equal treatment also changed. Some examples of the way civil rights have changed are the more inclusion of women and those of different races.
1c. What legal changes do you think happened to help minorities and women eventually win their civil rights?

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately give examples of the legal changes that eventually resulted in minorities and women winning their civil rights in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
2a. Define the following terms:
Prejudice -
names a negative opinion formed without just grounds or a reasonable investigation of the facts
Racism
describes discrimination and unfair treatment based on race
2b. How do you think people used the legal system to discriminate against members of ethnic and racial groups and women?

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately give examples of ways people may have used the legal system to discriminate against ethnic and racial groups and women in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
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2c. What do you think are some possible contemporary effects of persistent discrimination against ethnic and racial minorities?

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately give examples of some possible contemporary effects of persistent discrimination against ethnic and racial minorities in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.

3. Click on the image of the Critical Thinking graphic organizer and save it to your desktop. Complete the activity by typing your answers directly into the graphic organizer. You will need to upload this activity separately to the appropriate assignment link.  
4. Please complete the Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Assignment on the following page. Be sure to check for spelling and grammatical errors. 
Focus on Writing

Persuasive Writing Activity:
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