US Government

Chapter 10 – Section 2
Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 294
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What are the establishment clause and the free exercise clause?
establishment clause – names the part of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution that declares that government cannot take actions that create an official religion of support one religion over another

free exercise clause – names the part of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution that guarantees each person the right to hold any religious beliefs they choose
1b. What is the difference between government acknowledgment of religion and government endorsement of religion?

Acknowledgement does not mean acceptance, it simply means recognizing that different religions exist. The term endorsement implies that the government would support and protect a particular religion.
1c. Why do you think so many questions of religious freedom have involved schools and public education?

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain why so many questions of religious freedom have involved schools and public education in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

2a. Under what conditions can the freedoms of speech and of the press be limited?

Freedoms of speech and of the press can be limited when they are considered to be a threat to national security and in cases of slander or libel.
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2b. Why do you think the courts are reluctant to allow prior restraint?

Prior restraint describes government action to prevent certain materials from being published. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain why courts might be reluctant to allow prior restraint in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

2c. What might happen if the freedoms of speech and of the press were rights that could never be restricted or limited by government?

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain what might happen if the freedoms of speech and of the press were rights that could never be restricted or limited by government in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

3a. What are time, manner, and place restrictions?

To keep assemblies lawful and safe, the government can place restrictions on them. Some examples of these are being required to obtain a permit or to keep noise levels down. Other governmental restrictions are keeping groups off of private property and preventing the invasion of others’ privacy.
3b. How is the freedom of association implied by the First Amendment?

The freedom of association names the right to join with others, share ideas, and work toward a common purpose. This is implied in the First Amendment because the freedoms included in freedom of association are established by those freedoms guaranteed in the First Amendment.

4a. Click on the image of the Critical Thinking graphic organizer and save it to your desktop. Complete the activity by typing your answers directly into the graphic organizer. You will need to upload this activity separately to the appropriate assignment link.  
6. Please complete the Focus on Writing, Descriptive Writing Assignment on the following page. Be sure to check for spelling and grammatical errors. 
Focus on Writing

Descriptive Writing Activity:
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