US Government

Chapter 10 – Section 1
Section 1 – Section Assessment, page 284
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.

1a. What is the difference between civil liberties and civil rights?
Civil Liberties are those basic freedoms, such as of thought and action that all people have and that are protected against government abuse, while civil rights name the rights that involve equal status and treatment and the right to participate in government.
1b. What do you think the desire for a bill of rights that some Americans felt during the 1780s suggests about their attitude toward the new national government?
After years of British rule, the American people did not trust any government’s commitment to protecting liberties and rights.
2a. How do the courts help to protect civil liberties and rights?

It is the job of the courts to help the government balance the protection of civil liberties and the protection of the common good. Courts have the power to strike down laws that they determine violate individual liberties and rights, thought courts cannot bring action on their own.
2b. How can individual rights and the common good come into conflict?

Individual rights and the common good can come into conflict in several ways. Among these are issues regarding religion – such as religious displays on public property, or if public money should be used to support religious schools. There are other possible answers for this question. The student may provide these answers as long as he or she can provide support for these answers from the textbook material.
2c. “My right to swing my fist ends where it meets your nose.” What do you think this statement means?

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain the separation of personal rights and personal space in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
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3a. Define the following terms: due process, incorporation doctrine
due process: 

(procedural)  the requirement that government follow certain procedures before punishing a person
(substantive)  the idea that laws themselves must be fair and just since all people have inalienable rights that cannot be taken away from them 

incorporation doctrine:

The incorporation doctrine is the legal theory that allows the Supreme Court to apply the Bill of Rights to the states under the Fourteenth Amendment Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses. It made most of the Bill of Rights (the first ten amendments to the Constitution) apply to the state governments as well as to the federal government. The incorporation doctrine holds that certain protections are essential to due process of the law, thus, states cannot deny these protections to the people. 
3b. How has the incorporation doctrine affected Americans’ civil liberties?

American’s civil liberties have increased with the support and protection of the incorporation doctrine. 
3c. Do you believe that each state should be bound by all guarantees and protections of the Bills of Rights?

This answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain student perspective on states’ relationship to the guarantees and protections of the Bills of Rights in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.

4.  Click on the image of the Critical Thinking graphic organizer and save it to your desktop. Complete the activity by typing your answers directly into the graphic organizer. You will need to upload this activity separately to the appropriate assignment link.  
5. Please complete the Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Assignment on the following page. Be sure to check for spelling and grammatical errors. 
Focus on Writing

Persuasive Writing Activity:
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