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Chapter 1: Foundations of Government

Section 1


1.
policy


2.
sovereignty


3.
government


4.
state


5.
legitimacy


6.
One of the main functions of government is the ability to resolve conflict. Politics provides an arena for groups with different interests to debate, compromise, and attempt to influence government action. In this way, the political process helps resolve conflict about what government should do.


7.
For much of our nation’s history, certain groups were not considered part of the public or had no say in defining the public good, such as African Americans, Native Americans, women, and many men. Over time, the concept of “public” has expanded to include these groups.


8.
According to the theory of the divine right of kings, the right to rule comes from God. The system of natural law is based on rules derived from the natural world. Legitimate governments were those that did not violate natural law. Social contract theory claims that government is the result of an agreement to submit to the authority of a state. A government is legitimate as long as the agreement continues.

Section 2


1.
a government headed by one person with supreme authority, such as a king or queen


2.
a system in which one person or group has unlimited power over the government


3.
a dictatorship ruled by a small group of people, usually members of the military or economic elite


4.
a democracy in which citizens meet to discuss issues and vote


5.
a democracy in which citizens elect representatives to make decisions for them


6.
a government where independent states join to form a confederation with limited powers while keeping full control over their own territories and people


7.
monarchy


8.
republic


9.
federal system


10.
parliamentary system

Section 3


1.
The three ideals of American democracy are liberty, equality, and self-government. Liberty is the ability to act and think as one chooses. Equality is the principle that all people have a fundamental worth and deserve fair treatment and equal opportunity. Self-government is the belief that ordinary people could aspire to rule themselves. The key to self-government is that people are the ultimate source of government authority.


2.
The Founders saw humans as capable of reason, intelligence, and self-determination. This positive estimation of human nature made them place a high value on the individual.


3.
In a democracy, decisions are made by majority rule. However, a balance must be struck between majority rule and protecting minority rights, or rights held by groups who make up less than half of the population.


4.
The Founders believed that economic freedom was key to preserving other freedoms. They thought that it allowed people to build wealth that would empower them to limit the power of government.


5.
the belief that ordinary people could rule themselves


6.
a system that protects the rights and freedoms of all, including those in the minority


7.
an economic system in which people and businesses make their own choices about how to produce, distribute, and exchange goods and services with limited government interference
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