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	Art II
Guided Reading
ANSWER KEY
1400 - 1580


	
Africa
Objectives
In this section you will learn about Art in Africa during the approximate time period: 1400 - 1580.
Lesson Preview 

· Please refer to the links from the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History on the course page to find the answer for each question in the Guided Reading Activity.
· Please note that the Works of Art viewed in each section will be reviewed separately in the Section Assignment activity.
Guided Reading
· Guided reading answers are labeled below by the section the answer can be found.
· Guided reading answers are paraphrased from the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History.
Central Africa
Eastern and Southern Africa
Egypt
Overview: 

· The improved use of iron technologies and new trade networks with Europe via the Portuguese led to the development of larger, more centrally organized states.
Key Events: 

· The art of the Kongo kingdom is largely concerned with communication of status and heirarchy.

· Royal Kongo artists produce cast brass crucifixes that blend European prototypes with local aesthetics.

Overview:
· Elaborate mosques and palaces reflect the Islamic influence in the use of barrel vaulting and ornate decorative motifs on doors and windows. 
Key Events: 

· The Virgin Mary is the primary visual and liturgical icon and is portrayed as a sensitive and forgiving mother.

Overview:
· When Mamluk rule is replaced with Ottoman rule and Egypt becomes a province of a major world empire, the arts in Cairo begin to reflect the imperial style set in Istanbul.
Key Events: 

· The arts of Egypt included enameled glass, inlaid metalwork, woodwork, and textiles, and various religious and public monuments.

· Under Ottoman rule, textiles, carpets, and the arts of the book flourish.
· The mosque of Safiya, wife of Murad III is an example of female patronage. 

Guinea Coast

Overview:
· Artists of the Guinea coast were influenced aesthetically through contact with Islamic traders and the Portuguese. Additionally, the Akan (in what is now Ghana) develop an elaborate system of cast brass gold weights to measure the precious gold dust being traded to North Africa and then to Europe; the design of these gold weights is heavily influenced first by abstract Islamic visual motifs and later indigenous Akan aesthetics.
Key Events: 

· The Ada ceremonial sword was created as an important emblem of kingship during this time period.

· Ile-Ife is the site of the creation of bronze and terracotta sculptures, considered to be some of Africa’s most remarkable.
Western and Central Sudan

Overview:
· The artistically rich agrarian Dogon peoples created some of the oldest surviving wood sculpture from sub-Saharan Africa.

Western North Africa
(The Maghrib)

Overview:
· Andalusian immigrants made many significant contributions to the arts and culture of North Africa. 
Key Events:

· The influx of Muslim craftsmen and intellectuals fleeing the Inquisition in Spain helped to enrich artistic production. 
Overview:

· Both terracotta and bronze were used.
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