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Beginnings in Africa
Chapter Test


Multiple Choice  For each of the following, write the letter of the best choice in the space provided.



1.
On which continent did the first modern humans appear?


a.
Africa


b.
Asia


c.
Australia


d.
North America



2.
Why might students of African American history want to start by studying African history?


a.
Many African American customs and traditions have their roots in Africa.


b.
Africa is a tiny continent with only a few people.


c.
No people lived in Africa until a few centuries ago.


d.
Africa’s history is very simple and easy to learn.



3.
Where is Nubia located?


a.
east of Mali on the Red Sea


b.
south of Egypt on the Nile


c.
west of Ghana on the Atlantic Ocean


d.
south of the Sahara on the Congo



4.
How did the rulers of Ghana grow wealthy?


a.
They owned vast farmlands.


b.
They taxed all the trade that moved through their kingdom.


c.
They owned large salt mines.


d.
They borrowed heavily from other kingdoms.



5.
What was one change Mansa Musa brought to Mali?


a.
He required all his subjects to be Christian.


b.
He forced people to start speaking Arabic.


c.
He closed all schools and libraries in the empire.


d.
He helped spread Islam through the empire.



6.
What role did the griots play in West African society?


a.
They ruled the kingdoms.


b.
They preserved history and traditions.


c.
They collected taxes.


d.
They were warriors.



7.
What do historians hope to learn by studying the society and culture of West Africa today?


a.
why people live in West Africa


b.
how the Swahili language developed


c.
what society and culture were like in the past


d.
where the first humans lived



8.
Which group blended customs with Africans to form the Swahili culture?


a.
Persians


b.
Egyptians


c.
Chinese


d.
Arabs

Practicing Social Studies Skills  Study the map below and answer the questions that follow.
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9.
Which feature lies along the Nile River?


a.
Arabian Desert


b.
Atlas Mountains


c.
Lake Malawi


d.
Katanga Plateau



10.
In which elevation category does the Congo Basin fall?


a.
0–200 meters


b.
200–500 meters


c.
500–2,000 meters


d.
2,000–4,000 meters

Matching  In the space provided, write the letter of the term or place that matches each description. Some answers will not be used.



11.
the first West African empire, known as the kingdom of gold



12.
one of the world’s oldest civilizations, ruled by the pharaohs



13.
Great Bantu kingdom centered on a large city



14.
advanced civilization whose writing system remains largely untranslated



15.
changing plants and animals to make them more useful to humans



16.
belief that natural objects have spirits



17.
groups of people born within a few years of each other



18.
spoken record of past events



a.
age-sets


b.
animism


c.
domestication 


d.
Egypt


e.
Ghana


f.
griots


g.
Kush


h.
oral history


i.
Songhai


j.
Zimbabwe

True/False  Indicate whether each statement below is true or false by writing T or F in the space provided.



19.
Kush traded with places as far away as India and China.



20.
The region known as sub-Saharan Africa lies north of the Sahara Desert.



21.
Most civilizations of West Africa did not have written languages.



22.
A powerful Swahili empire dominated the East African coast.



23.
The people involved in the Bantu Migrations lived in West Africa.



24.
The Egyptians regarded their rulers as gods on earth.



25.
The first known ancestors of modern humans migrated into Africa several thousand years ago.

Multiple Choice  For each of the following, write the letter of the best choice in the space provided.



26.
What was the primary role of slaves in most societies?


a.
to serve as warriors


b.
to perform manual labor


c.
to settle conquered lands


d.
to work as government officials



27.
How did most people become slaves in ancient times?


a.
They were enslaved because of their race.


b.
They failed to pay their taxes.


c.
They were prisoners of war.


d.
They had refused to perform military service.



28.
How did the Portuguese initially acquire African slaves?


a.
by purchasing them from Arab merchants


b.
by exchanging prisoners of war with local rulers


c.
by offering Africans the opportunity to travel to Europe


d.
by raiding African villages



29.
Which European nation was NOT heavily involved in the slave trade?


a.
Portugal


b.
Great Britain


c.
Greece


d.
Spain




30.
Why did Europeans turn to African slaves rather than Native Americans to work on their plantations?


a.
The Native American population declined rapidly.


b.
Native Americans demanded wages.


c.
African slaves spoke several European languages.


d.
Native Americans had no experience farming.



31.
From what region were the vast majority of slaves shipped to the Americas?


a.
northern Africa


b.
southern Europe


c.
West Africa


d.
East Africa



32.
How many Africans were shipped to the Americas as slaves?


a.
fewer than 1 million


b.
10 to 12 million


c.
100 to 200 million 


d.
nearly 1 billion



33.
How did the slave trade affect Africa’s population?


a.
Increased trade raised standards of living.


b.
Reduced population and frequent warfare destroyed communities.


c.
New foods led to better health and nutrition.


d.
Economic opportunity led to migration into cities.

Fill in the blank  For each of the following statements, fill in the blank with the appropriate word, phrase or name.


34.
Escaped slaves called _______________________ established their own settlements in the Caribbean.


35.
An enslaved African named _______________________ is famous for writing an account of his capture and life as a slave.


36.
Most slaves in the Americas were put to work in mines or on huge farms called _______________________ .


37.
The _______________________ was an exchange of goods and slaves between Europe, Africa, and the Americas.


38.
The journey on which captured Africans were transported from Africa to the Americas was known as the _______________________ .


39.
A slave named _______________________ was one of the first people to journey across what is now the southwestern United States and northern Mexico.


40.
_______________________ are agricultural products that are grown primarily for profit.

True/False  Indicate whether each statement below is true or false by writing T or F in the space provided.



41.
Ancient slavery was based exclusively on race.



42.
The act of freeing a slave is known as manumission.



43.
The majority of African slaves were shipped to Brazil and the Caribbean.



44.
The African diaspora led to the spread of African culture throughout the Americas and the world.



45.
Only white laborers worked as indentured servants in the British colonies.



46.
A slave revolt eventually led to the end of slavery on the Caribbean island of Saint-Domingue.



47.
A decline in the number of available European workers led to an expansion of the slave trade in Virginia in the late 1600s.

Practicing Social Studies Skills  Study the map below and answer the questions that follow.

[image: image2.png]Triangular Trade

P

NORTH

~Tropic of Cancer—

ID”Nf"
[

ST N }

BN

AMERICA

I
/»\7 /WA\/
e

\%‘,

(=0 —gi—Equator=—— "

PACIFIC ATLANTIC
OCEAN I OCEAN
'
! [l 500 7500 Wil |
2% E T R
A 0 500 1,000 Kilometers
Tropic of Capricorm : /x"" E : M\Heriu‘e(huu
b } ki N T

b

by

: “Manufactu

AFRICA







48.
What name do historians give to the exchange of goods shown on this map?


a.
Middle Passage


b.
African diaspora


c.
triangular trade


d.
plantation system



49.
What product was transported from the Americas to Europe?


a.
sugar


b.
iron


c.
slaves


d.
guns



50.
In what general direction were slaves moved?


a.
north


b.
east


c.
south


d.
west
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