African American History Answer Keys
Chapter 1
Section 1
How did the relationship between Egypt and Kush change over time? 
Egypt and Kush started as trading partners, Egypt conquered Kush and eventually Kush conquered Egypt.
What were the major achievements of the ancient Egyptians?
They built a huge kingdom, developed an advanced government, took a census, built pyramids, and developed hieroglyphics.
Why was the Nile River important to life in ancient Egypt?
The Nile was a source of food production, trade and transportation.
Why can Africa be called the birthplace of human history? 
Africa was home to the first modern humans. These humans were the first to domesticate animals, domesticate plants, and created the first societies.

Section 2

Why were oral histories so important to the empires of West Africa?
They were important because of the lack of an extensive written language.
Be able to name a great leader from each of the three primary empires of West Africa?
Choose any of those listed in the chapter
What led to the downfall of each of the empires of West Africa?
The downfall of West African empires began as a result of shifting trade routes and also because of the introduction of Europeans to the African Continent.

Section 3

What was the city of Great Zimbabwe like?
It was a city of 30,000 residents with numerous homes, large walled schools, and a large religious center
What led to the development of Swahili culture?
The interaction between Arab and African Culture on the Swahili coast
How did contact with other cultures lead to major changes in Africa?
Student should discuss the introduction of religion, language and culture. Notably, the introduction of Islam and Christianity to the African continent, along with European contact with African culture





Chapter 2

Section 1

Why might ancient societies have practiced slavery?
Cheap labor and access to large accessible labor force, as well as being a commodity for trade
Why were Europeans initially interested in Africa?
Interest in trade, wealth, and exploration
Why did Europeans originally look to African slaves as a source of labor in the New World?
B/C native Americans were dying from exposure to European disease.	
How was the Muslim slave trade in Africa similar and different from Portugal's Atlantic slave trade?
Sight the jobs that each group’s slaves did and also how and where the slaves were sent. 

Section 2

What was the triangular trade?
The Trade connection between Africa and the Americas and Europe
What were conditions like on the Middle Passage?
Students should describe the close quarters, slaves being chained to each other and being in the ship’s hull, where many slaves would die en route.
How were African kingdoms affected by the Atlantic slave trade?
African kingdoms suffered tremendously; communities were devastated by the loss of their people to slavery. Wars became common among rival African kingdoms and groups as each tried to win captives for the slave trade. This depletion of the population and constant warfare damaged many communities for years
Why did slave traders seek out young, healthy individuals as slaves?
On the West African coast via middle men who got them from interior slave traders. 

Section 3

How did laws regulate the lives of slaves in each region of the Americas?
Students should cite how each region had a unique and varying set of laws that regulated laws.
How did Africans help explore and settle the Americas?
Students should cite the integral role Africans, both free and slaves, played in the settling of the Americas. Students can cite examples from the text.
What African cultural contribution in the Americas do you think was most significant? Why?
This is an opinion question and teachers should focus on answers that show thought and consideration to question while providing support of their answer.




Chapter 3
Section 1

Why were slaves central to the plantation system?
Because of the labor intensive crops grown, a cheap labor force was essential to the plantation system being profitable.
Why did slavery take such a firm hold in the southern colonies?
The south was a primary agrarian economy and therefore relied heavily upon the production of it’s plantations which in turn relied heavily upon the slave labor force.
Why were there fewer slaves in the middle colonies than in the South?
This was due to the lack of less of an emphasis on agriculture and more of a focus on trade and industry.
What criticisms did New Englanders level against the institution of slavery?
Some argued that slavery was an immoral institution and should not exist
In which region of the English colonies were slaves treated the most harshly? How were they treated there? Slaves were treated the most harshly in the southern colonies where they were treated like human cattle
How were the lives of slaves in the northern and southern colonies similar? How were they different?
Students should focus on the fact that in the north/middle colonies slaves tended to be treated better than in the south, however they were still not treated that well
What were the results of early slave revolts in the English colonies?
They tended to put down in a very violent ways.


Section 2

Why do you think many Americans consider Crispus Attucks a hero?
He was the first person to be killed in the American Revolution during the Boston Massacre
Why did the colonists come to resent the British government?
Because of heavy taxes and oppressive actions by the British Government
What steps did the colonists take in declaring their independence?
Boston Tea party and other subversive actions, followed by the declaration of independence and finally the beginning of the revolutionary war
How did both the Patriots and the British try to win the support of slaves?
Each offered increased or complete freedom
What roles did African Americans play in the American Revolution?
African Americans served, fought, and died in the American Revolution; this was done by both free and enslaved African Americans.
Why did Thomas Jefferson remove his antislavery passage from the Declaration of Independence?
Because he was unsure of the reaction he might get and therefore might lose support for the cause. Note: the decision of the many in favor of the few as a question of sociological conscience.
What was the link between the call for independence and the call for the freeing of slaves?
The independence call helped to increase the call for the emancipation of slaves due to the argument made on behalf of independence was the same as was being used to get freedom for slaves.

Section 3

How did feelings about slavery change after the American Revolution?
There was an increased  call for freedom
What made life difficult for free blacks in the early United States?
There were still those individuals that believed Blacks should not be free
Why were many African Americans dissatisfied with the Constitution?
Because they were not included in the new constitution
 For what efforts are Benjamin Rush and Anthony Benezet remembered?
Rush signed the Declaration of independence and along with Benezet, was also an early abolitionist
What led to the Three-Fifths Compromise? What effects did the compromise have in the United States?
How to account for slaves when deciding the number of representatives to congress. It increased the divided.
Why were most free black communities located in the South?
This was because of the tendency of free Blacks to participate in agricultural endeavors

Chapter 4
Section 1

Why did slavery expand into new states and territories? 
Because Americans expanded as well, taking with them slaves and slavery based agriculture
How did slave traders try to get around the ban on the importation of slaves?
By smuggling slaves into the United States
What hope does this spiritual express? (Use the spiritual on page 84 in your textbook)
This is an expression of their desire to be free and in some cases were directions to escape to freedom in non-slave parts of the United States
What were some key elements of slave culture?
Religion, song, dance, and story-telling (remember that slaves often brought with them the oral history tradition found in western Africa)
How did the cotton gin affect life in the South?
This caused a change in the number of slaves, as the requirement for a large labor force was not as necessary
What led to the rise of the domestic slave trade?
The lack of an international slave trade

Section 2

What are some ways in which African Americans gained their freedom? 
By buying it, being bought out, being freed and/or escaping to freedom
Approximately how many more slaves than free blacks lived in the United States in 1860?
Approximately 3,500

What rights did free blacks in the North have that those in the South did not?
Right to vote, right to serve on juries, own property (in some parts) and access to careers
Why do you think many African Americans were eager to move west?
It was unsettled and they believed they might have access to more rights in the west
What difficulties did free blacks in the South face?
Laws designed to inhibit them and ensure they were oppressed by local and state governments
How did the rights of African Americans in the North change over time?
Their rights were slowly eroded and they were taken away
If you were a free African American living in the early 1800s, in which region would you have wanted to 
live? Why? This is an opinion based question, focus on critical thinking skills and reflection

Section 3
Why might some blacks have supported violent uprisings?
They saw it as the only means of obtaining freedom
What difficulties might escaping slaves have faced?
Slave catchers, reward seekers, difficult terrain to get to freedom, and laws that favored slave owners over escaped slaves 
In what ways did Tubman exhibit great courage?
By leading many in the underground railroad while risking her own life
Why do you think some African Americans supported colonization?
They saw it as a chance at freedom
What did Gabriel Prosser, Denmark Vesey, and Nat Turner have in common?
All encouraged violent slave revolts and tried to carry them out
What effect did the slave revolts in the early 1800s have on slaves in the South?
It caused slave owners to become much harsher with the treatment of their slaves, making slaves lives much worse

Chapter 5

Section 1

What contributed to the growth of the antislavery movement in the early 1800s?
The American religious re-awakening
What skills made Douglass a persuasive abolitionist?
He was a gifted writer and speaker
How did militant abolitionists differ from other black abolitionists?
They favored the use of force to bring an end to slavery
What was the abolition movement, and who were some important male and female leaders in the movement? The movement to end slavery and free all slaves. Students names of important leaders will vary, examples are Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglas, ETC.
Which method do you think was most successful in drawing new supporters to the abolition movement? Why? Student opinion, answers will vary.
Section 2

Why was the westward expansion of slavery an explosive issue in the U.S. Congress?
Because anti-slavery supporters did not want it to expand and slavery supporters did
Why were the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the Compromise of 1850 necessary?
To appease both pro and anti slavery groups and prevent the union from dissolving
What did African Americans do to try to protect themselves from the Fugitive Slave Act?
They created self-protection groups
What was the Dredd Scott decision and how did it effect slavery in the U.S.?
Dredd Scott sued his owner on the grounds that he was in a state where slavery was illegal but he lost in the supreme court which stated that he was not a citizen and therefore did not have access to the courts. This was seen as a victory for the pro slavery group and it encourage the anti slavery group to obtain emancipation sooner rather than later.
What series of events in the mid- to late 1800s led to increased conflict between the North and the South? John Browns raid, Turners rebellion, and slave uprisings. Also, growing sentiment across the north to end slavery

Section 3

Early in the war, how were Confederate slaves able to contribute to the war effort in the North?
By escaping to the north and enlisting in Union militias and formal armies
Identify the steps that led to the recruitment of black troops in the Civil War.
Congress approves the enlistment of Black troops in the union army, active campaigning on the part of the union army , and the formation of all Black military regimens
In what ways did African Americans contribute to the war effort for both the North and the South?
Students will cite the numerous roles Blacks played in the war effort, examples might be formal fighting, support, and home support
Why do you think slaves chose to fight for the southern confederacy?
Opinion question
In addition to freeing slaves in areas under Confederate control, what did the Emancipation Proclamation do? It outlawed slavery in Confederate areas.
What triggered fighting between the Union and the Confederacy in 1861? The Attack on Fort Sumpter, South Carolina

Chapter 6

Section 1

What was reconstruction? The rebuilding of the South by the federal government at the end of the civil war
How did the Thirteenth Amendment affect the lives of African Americans? It made slavery illegal
What was the purpose of the Freedmen’s Bureau?  This organization provided relief to needy southerners and assistance to help freed people move from slavery to freedom.
Do you believe the Freedman's Bureau was successful? Opinion question
What two main methods did the U.S. government use to try to help freed people obtain their own land?
Giving away land and selling it at low prices
What types of challenges did freed people face following the Civil War and the end of slavery? Local and state laws designed to oppress and limit the rights of newly freed people

Section 2 

What was the Ten Percent Plan, and why did many Republicans in Congress oppose it?  It was a plan to ensure allegiance of southerners. Many thought it was too lenient
List the main requirements of President Johnson’s Reconstruction plan.
Almost all white southerners who took a loyalty oath to the United States would receive amnesty,they would then regain their U.S. citizenship and property, with the exception of their former slaves High-ranking Confederate officials as well as southerners who owned property worth $20,000 or more had to obtain presidential pardons to receive amnesty. Unlike Lincoln’s plan, Johnson’s plan did not require a certain percentage of state voters to pledge loyalty. Instead, delegates at a state convention had to repeal secession, amend the state constitution to abolish slavery, and ify all Confederate debts
How did Johnson’s Reconstruction plan affect African Americans in the South? It did not grant them as many protections 
What U.S. Supreme Court case did the Fourteenth Amendment overturn, and how did overturning that case help African Americans?  Dred Scott Decision
How did the Black Codes resemble slavery? By putting in place numerous restrictions on the rights of free Blacks across the south.
Which element of the Reconstruction Acts do you think was the most important? Opinion Question

Section 3

List the significant state political offices that African Americans held during Congressional Reconstruction? Congressmen, senators, and delegate spots
Identify Cause and Effect How did black men gaining the right to vote affect southern state governments? Focus on a new group whose voted counted and needed to be represented
Which four prominent black men served in the U.S. Congress during Reconstruction? Student should cite any listed in the chapter
Why were the rights to vote and hold political office important for African Americans during Reconstruction? Because it allowed African Americans the right of self-determination
How can being active in politics help minority groups in the United States today? Opinion question




Chapter 7

Section 1

What events led to the passing of Jim Crow laws in the South? African Americans began losing elected positions to White officials, who began to pass laws to infringe upon the rights of African Americans
 How did the Supreme Court interpret the Fourteenth Amendment in the Slaughterhouse cases? It said it only protected the rights granted by the U.S. government and not those granted by the state governments, thus allowing the Jim Crow laws to be passed
How did the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson support racial inequality? By suggesting that as long as things were equal then they could be separate
What were two common practices used to keep African Americans from voting? Reading test and poll tax
What was the cause of most lynching and race riots? Whites fabricating crimes committed by African Americans and/or African Americans not adhering to outlandish and illegal Jim Crow laws
What were Jim Crow laws, and why were they passed? Laws created to limit the rights of African Americans and they were passed as a means of legitimizing the laws via legal passage
What were the underlying causes of segregation and racial violence in the South after Reconstruction? Things like White racism, fear and/or lack of understanding, and simply put Hatred

Section 2

What role did education play in Booker T. Washington’s vision of African American success? He believed that education was the key to African American rights and equality 
What was the goal of the Niagara Movement? Equal rights for all African Americans
What was the purpose of the creation of organizations such as the NAACP and the National Urban League? Provide organizations that would actively fight for equal rights
What organizations were founded to help improve the lives of black Americans in the late 1800s and early 1900s? NAACP, National Urban League
How were the goals of Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois similar? How were their opinions different? Both wished for education for all African Americans however, Du Bois did not see the need to work hand in hand with Whites a means of obtaining equality
Do you think the Progressive movement helped improve the lives of African Americans? Why or why not? Opinion question

Section 3 

What was Pap Singleton’s major goal in life? To create an independent Black community
Why did many African Americans move west in the late 1800s? It was seen as a potential new beginning
Why do you think the life of a cowboy appealed to many young black men? Opinion Question
For what qualities were the buffalo soldiers known? Courage and strict discipline
What were the major achievements of the buffalo soldiers? 19 medal of honor winners
What roles did black settlers and soldiers play in the West? They were integral to the west being settled
Why did many Exodusters want to establish black communities in Kansas? It was seen as the home of John Brown and thus a place of freedom
How do you think the buffalo soldiers helped change some people’s views of African Americans? Opinion question

Section 4

Why was the creation of black fraternities and sororities significant to African Americans? It became a sign of cultural pride
What does Dunbar mean by “I know why the caged bird sings”? (Use the primary source on page 192 of your textbook) This is an analogy for young African Americans in modern society
What were some common themes in African American literature in the early 1900s? African 
American life
In what fields did African American business owners make significant contributions to society? Opinion question however, the text cites manufacturing, banking and insurance
List the new products created by George Washington Carver? See the textbook, will accept any listed
How did advances by black scientists and explorers improve society? See textbook for numerous examples

Chapter 8

Section 1

What conditions led to the creation of the Pan-African movement? Imperialism in Africa
 How did African American attitudes toward serving in World War I differ? Some believed it was not their war while others believed that it was their duty to serve
What roles did African Americans play in the course of World War I? They were decisive in many battles and even won the French Cross
What did leaders at the 1900 Pan-African Conference hope to achieve? Freedom for Africa
What were the achievements of the 369th Infantry? They won the French Cross and other high valor awards
Do you think that African Americans should have supported the war effort even though they were denied full citizenship at home? Why? Opinion question
Section 2

What southern states experienced the greatest decreases in population? Mass migration north by many African Americans
How did the Great Migration lead to changes in the North? It changed the demographic of urban populations 
What led to the outbreak of race riots in 1919? Scarcity of jobs and new competition between African Americans and Whites
What were three ways in which African Americans worked to improve their lives in the 1910s and 1920s?  see list in textbook pg 212
What was the goal of black nationalism? the belief that black people around the world should create their own societies, separate and distinct from white societies
How did the Great Migration lead to increased racial tension after the end of World War I? By creating competition between Whites and African Americans for jobs
Do you think Marcus Garvey’s desire to create a new nation in Africa for black Americans was a good idea? Why or why not? Opinion Question

Section 3

Why do you think that Harlem was home to an African American cultural movement? Opinion question
Why do you think that Hurston’s writings became popular in the 1970s? Because it became a harkening to a time when African American culture was still cherished and not assimilated
What topics did writers of the Harlem Renaissance address? Issues of equality, African American pride and culture
Describe some of the key contributions of African American artists of the Harlem Renaissance? Opinion question
How did the literature of the Harlem Renaissance reflect black history? By showing the beauty of African American Culture
How might jazz be seen as a symbol of the entire Harlem Renaissance? Because it was a complete cultural blend of African American literature, music and art
How did changes in American society lead to the end of the Harlem Renaissance? Economic Depression and losses of great leaders of the movement

Chapter 9

Section 1

How did changes in American society lead to the end of the Harlem Renaissance? By placing emphasis in other areas outside of the arts
What was the Great Depression? The worst economic downturn in American History with high unemployment and decline
What were some of Bethune’s major accomplishments? Unprecedented access to the president and African American voice in government and a cabinet position in Roosevelt’s government
How did Randolph help fight discrimination? Via union rules and marches
How did Mary McLeod Bethune and A. Philip Randolph help improve the lives of African Americans? By achieving representation in American government and business
What was the purpose of the New Deal, and how did it affect African Americans in particular? It was supposed counteract the devastating effects of the great depression. It offered new and expanded opportunities for African Americans
What increased hardships did black Americans in particular face as a result of the Great Depression? Many African Americans were downsized in favor of keeping White employees and in addition those African Americans who were domestic employees, lost their jobs due to a lack of funding by their employers

Section 2

How did Miller demonstrate courage during the Pearl Harbor attack? By firing on enemy planes while taking fire and risking his life
What was the turning point for the Allies in the Pacific? The battle of Midway
What roles did African Americans play in WWII? African Americans played prominent roles in combat, intelligence and support, in particular the Tuskegee Airmen
How did African Americans contribute to the war effort at home? By serving taking jobs that contributed to the war time production.
Why did the African American population of many cities in the North and the West increase after the war? Because of the great migration by African Americans to the major cities and military installations in these regions
How did African Americans contribute to the Allied victory in World War II? By  being part of almost every major battle in the European theater and serving courageously and honorably
How did the shift in population during World War II contribute to discrimination against African Americans? Because it concentrated populations to cities to fill in for soldiers who were at war, they were seen by some as taking jobs
How do you think some black troops may have felt upon their homecoming in 1945 after having helped defeat Hitler’s forces? Opinion question




Section 3

What was the purpose of the GI Bill? To allow those who served access to education upon their return
What steps were some blacks taking to gain mainstream acceptance? By openly confronting racism and bigotry head on and with increased vigor
What were some ways in which African Americans influenced the arts? By production great works of literature, art, and music
 How did black athletes and artists work for equality in the 1930s and 1940s? focus on performance which led to an increased voice
How did the GI Bill help lead to changes in African American society? By offering access to higher education
How could the presence of African American stars in films have helped change white attitudes toward black Americans? Opinion question

Chapter 10

Section 1
What gains did African Americans make in the late 1940s? The desegregation of the military and government positions
What role did Thurgood Marshall play in ending racial segregation? He was lead lawyer for the NAACP
List the main events in the Little Rock crisis in the order in which they occurred? 
What was the significance of the case Brown v. Board of Education? It overturned separate but equal and ended school segregation
How did segregation and discrimination affect southern blacks in the 1950s? by not allowing them access to education, government, and equal rights
How did NAACP cases open up education to black students? By proving that separate but equal was not fair and unfairly biased against the rights of African Americans
How did the murder of Emmett Till expose the racial hatred in the South? By showing that folks were willing to committee murder in the name of race, which showed that it was still a major issue



Section 2

Why might many people consider Rosa Parks the “mother of the civil rights movement”? Because she is considered the first person to open the flood gates of the civil rights movement
Who were two key African American activists in the Montgomery bus boycott? MLK and Rosa Parks
How did Martin Luther King Jr. contribute to the early civil rights movement? By giving it an eloquent voice and championing a policy of non-violence
How did civil rights leaders use the strategy of nonviolence in the civil rights movement? By refusing to respond to violence with violence, so as to not overshadow their message with violence
Why do you think the sit-ins were so successful? Opinion questions

Section 3
Through which states did the Freedom Rides pass, and where did violence erupt (use the map on pg 270 of your book)? Virginia, NC, SC, Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee
What were the Freedom Rides, and what did they accomplish? Groups of Civil rights activist who led bus tours through the south and their goal was to bring about change to the racial issues in the south
Why were the Freedom Rides so successful? Opinion question
Why was the March on Washington held? To put pressure on congress to pass civil rights reform
How did efforts to register black voters differ from those to integrate higher education? By focusing on involvement of large number of African Americans that would cover a larger portion of society, also these reforms came from the top down, not vice versa
Why were the events of 1963 so important to the history of integration? Because it brought civil rights to the national consciousness

Chapter 11

Section 1
Why were the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act passed? To protect the right of African Americans by the Federal government and to not have to rely upon the unreliable state governments
What was the result of King’s and Abernathy’s Chicago Campaign? It brought an end to de facto segregation that was found in the Northern states
Why did racism become an issue in the North after 1964? Because the focus began to shift to include de facto segregation in the north and not just the Jim Crow laws of the south
Why do you think riots followed news of the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.? Opinion Question

Section 2
What led to the outbreak of violence in Watts and other communities? The arrest of Marquette Frye and dissatisfaction of the African Community with what was supposed to be due process in an unfair system
Why do you think the Black Panthers worried some government officials? Opinion question, focus on the growing militancy
Why do you think Malcolm X changed his name twice during his lifetime? Opinion question, focus on conversion of faith and personal growth
What was the message delivered by Malcolm X to African Americans? That African Americans should take rights and not wait to be given them,  and also to be proud of their culture
How did the Black Power movement differ from earlier civil rights approaches? This focused on empowerment and did not exclude violent actions for the preservation of rights
How do you think growing militancy affected responses to the civil rights movement? Opinion question

Section 3

What is cultural nationalism? a form of nationalism in which the nation is defined by a shared (inherited) culture, as opposed to, for instance, its ethnicity or its institutions.
How does Baldwin say African Americans feel about the United States? Pragmatic
What was the main goal of writers in the Black Arts movement? To showcase the African American Experience
What made soul music different from earlier styles? It was the first to blend gospel and blues music
How did African American performers help shape America’s cultural identity? By contributing to the cultural identity of the U.S.
What new hairstyles and clothing styles became popular among African Americans in the 1960s? Why? Afros, African inspired dress
What role did African American writers play in the civil rights movement? By expressing the African American Experience in written word
How did Muhammad Ali and Arthur Ashe help inspire black pride? By being wildly successful athletes and celebrities while celebrating their African American heritage



Chapter 12 

Section 1
What made Chisholm a trailblazer? She was the first African American woman elected to congress
Why did some people believe that social and economic improvements could come only with political strength? Because they believed their needed to be government representation to ensure long term viability those gains made
What is the goal of affirmative action? To ensure equal access to education and employment for women and non-whites and to counter-act years of discrimination
What is Clarence Thomas’s view of affirmative action? He was not in favor of it.
What led to the rise of the conservative movement? Ronald Reagan
Why did Jesse Jackson appeal to many voters? Because he wanted to help non-Whites and poor Whites with the same issues
How did African Americans begin to rise to political power in the 1970s and 1980s? by beginning to take political office at the national level
Why might conservatives be opposed to affirmative action? Opinion question
Do you think that the movement against conservativism was successful? Why or why not? Opinion question

Section 2

What methods did some African countries use to achieve independence? Strikes, marches
What methods did South Africans use to protest against apartheid? Strikes and marches intended to make people aware of apartheid
How did the United States help bring an end to apartheid in South Africa? By having African American civil rights leaders speaking out and putting pressure on congress and the international community to stop it 
Who were some of the leaders in South Africa’s fight against apartheid? Nelson Mandela and Desmond Tutu
How was apartheid in South Africa similar to Jim Crow laws in the United States? How were they different? Similar-legalized segregation and discrimination much like the Jim Crow laws. Different-apartheid was federal laws while Jim Crow laws were state laws
How did American civil rights leaders help bring change to Africa? By pressuring the American government and other governments to boycott or alter their connections with South Africa 

Section 3

How have economic conditions in the inner city changed over time? These regions of cities have seen widespread economic decline 
What arguments did opponents of the Moynihan Report put forth? That the issue facing inner-city families was not due to family dynamic but rather due to years of discrimination. Also, opponents believed that this report only served to re-affirm stereotypes
What social challenges faced African Americans, and how were they addressed? School busing and education. Addressed via court challenges and government regulation to combat inequality
What economic and social challenges did the black community face in the last part of the twentieth century? Loss of jobs and lack of access in some areas to educational opportunity due to discrimination and unequal access
How would the Family Assistance Plan have helped poor families? By providing minimum income and job and educational training
What solution might you offer to help solve the problem of urban poverty in U.S. inner cities? Opinion question

Chapter 13

Section 1

What is Afrocentrism? a view of the world and history emphasizing Africa and developments coming from African cultures as central 
Why are many Africans moving to the United States?  Based upon reading, students should focus on economic, educational, and access opportunities
Why do you think the Smithsonian decided to create an exhibit on hip-hop? Opinion question
What themes are common to works of some contemporary black authors and entertainers? Focus shifted to the history of African Americans and the cultural experience there in.
What do Rita Dove, Toni Morrison, and Maya Angelou have in common? All were award winning writers in varied genres
How has immigration from Africa to the United States changed in recent years? Why? There has been an increase due to congressional changes to immigration policy and political/natural disasters on the African continent
Why would some black authors and entertainers choose to deal with controversial subject matter? Because these were issues that were not being dealt with by other authors and therefore were being overlooked by main stream communities

Section 2
Underline reasons why relations between African Americans and law enforcement are often strained? Students will underline this section of chapter 13 section 2
What issues have black activists and other leaders addressed to reduce racial discrimination in the justice system? Legal discrimination and unfair and biased social programs aimed at African 
Americans
What issues have black activists and other leaders addressed to reduce racial discrimination in the justice system? Racial profiling and unfair prison populations that are disproportionately biases towards African Americans 
What are ways in which some contemporary activists have worked to fight discrimination? Marches, organization, students may cite other reasons listed in the text
What were some of the effects of Hurricane Katrina on New Orleans? Devastation of communities, families and the city as a whole
Why do you think that many federal agencies were slow to respond to the destruction caused by Hurricane Katrina? Opinion Question

Section 3

In what areas are some black leaders making an impact today? The President Obama, cabinet positions, Senate, and House of Representative positions; in addition the increase of African Americans in State government positions
What do you think of Obama’s view of government? Opinion question
What are some obstacles to equality that African Americans still face? Discrimination, stereotypes, and unequal access to programs
Who are some modern African American leaders in public service? Students Answers will vary
How is the Third Great Migration different from the original Great Migration? The migration was a return to southern cities
How can today’s youth continue the legacy of progress established by past generations of African Americans? Opinion question and the opportunity for further writing prompt





